October 8, 2018
Essay # 2: Race Relations
Mrs. AV Pinson | English 152
Topic:  For years, I believed in the absurd notion that this country had at last gotten to the point where people, for the most part, were ready to put prejudices aside (or at least in the background) and work on living in this wonderful country as members of one race—the human race.  However, on the night of February 26, 2012, a 17-year-old African American high school student, Trayvon Martin, was fatally shot. That event seemed to have been just the beginning of what has become a turbulent racial divide in America. Write one essay on what you see as the answer for bridging this divide, or write one essay for what you see as the causes/effects of the racial tension in America.
	Task

	Begin your paper by PREWRITING. Decide on a purpose (to inform or to persuade.)
Decide what type details will be useful in making your point.

	Develop a thesis that indicates theses points.

	Arrange your ideas in an informal outline, a blueprint for your paper. When gathering your ideas, remember to be selective. You should pay attention to detail, but not all details will paint the picture and give the impression that you want. 

	Think about and decide on a specific kind of order for your paper. Which would be most beneficial in making your point? 

	Write your first draft in one sitting. Use your outline as a guide, making sure each body paragraph has a topic sentence that indicates the point you want to make. Also make sure you use specific details and examples.  (Remember the burger.) 

	As you write, remember the order you have selected and use signal words and transitions that will help your reader move from one detail to the other smoothly. This is one area many students omit.

	When you finish your first draft, put it aside for at least a day. Then be prepared to “rework” it.  Check to see if you have used specific details and not generalities? Have you varied your sentence patterns?  (Revise and edit) 

	Put what could be your last draft aside for a while. Proofread it carefully—more than once.  
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Do not procrastinate! Begin working immediately!
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